
MWA was heavily involved in the
successful campaign against amend-
ments to Section 18C, which pro-
tects against offence, insult and hu-
miliation based on race, colour, na-
tionality or ethnic origin.

Among the campaigning, the MWA
Team participated in the Walk for
Respect and Say No to Racism in
Lakemba, organised by Tony Burke,
Federal Member for Watson, on the
24th May 2014. This event show-
cased the diversity and the unity pre-
sent in Australia’s multicultural com-
munity. It truly was a walk of unity.
Different races, colours, religions, all
walking together with the clear mes-
sage of strength in unity.

This was one of the initiatives that
proved to be an action of true re-
spect for the voices of all Australians,
with a sense of mutual understanding
and sincerity for all people.

“It was a beautiful day, a truly Aus-
tralian experience, with real respect
for the indigenous community, a
buzzing and vibrant family atmos-
phere and all walking strong and
united, with a sense of peace and
community,” said Maha Krayem
Abdo, MWA Executive Officer.

The campaign was very successful
with the government’s announce-
ment in August 2014 Section 18C
would remain unchanged.

Successful Campaign to Keep Section 18C

As part MWA’s 30th Anniversary Aspire
to Inspire celebrations, a special dinner
was held on the 5th December 2013
celebrating a significant milestone for
Muslim women in Australia marking 25
years of the Muslim Women’s Support
Centre (MWSC).

The evening, themed “Empowerment
through Faith”, told the story of the
journey of MWSC. Being the first and
only Muslim women’s refuge, a safe
place for Muslim women and children
escaping family and domestic violence,

MWSC has come a long way since its
inception, and will continue to fight for
the rights of Muslim women and ensure
that they are heard.

The evening was attended by various
community representatives, religious
leaders, local, state and federal MP’s and
Senators, as well as those who had
played a vital role in the history of
MWSC. Video pledges from people all
around Australia saying no to domestic
violence and supporting MWSC were
played throughout the night.
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Empowerment through Faith: Celebrating 25 years of MWSC

As part of the ER Project, funded by the
Department of Social Services, a Special
Muslim Communities ER training model
was established that would be relevant to the
staffing structures of ER services. A half day
training model which began with an intro-
duction to MWA, an Islam 101 presentation

followed by a mosque tour and workshop
session was organised. The training took
place on 1st April 2014 and was very suc-
cessful for all participants, with ER service
providers ranging from the Hawkesbury to
Hurstville; and from Liverpool to the East-
ern Suburbs.

Specialist Muslim Community Emergency Relief Project
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MWSC Law and Justice  Foundation Award
The Muslim Women Support Centre was honoured to be
among the winners of the Law and Justice Foundation of
NSW’s 2013 Justice Awards announced on the 21st Octo-
ber at Parliament House, Sydney.

Over 300 guests and nominees from across NSW gathered
to hear the inspirational stories of the individuals and or-
ganisations that have improved access to justice in NSW,
particularly for socially and economically disadvantaged
people.

The Law and Justice Volunteer Award, sponsored by the
NSW Bar Association, was presented to the Volunteers of
the Muslim Women Support Centre, recognising their
dedication to providing an inclusive and culturally-
appropriate service for women and children escaping do-

mestic violence. The Volunteers provide mentoring, advo-
cacy and education to assist women to become independ-
ent and rebuild their lives.

For the past 25 years, the Muslim Women Support Centre
has developed a well-established record in meeting the
needs of Muslim women and their children in Australia
who have suffered from domestic violence or homeless-
ness.

At the core of the Muslim Women Support Centre, is the
notion of empowering women through their faith, as op-
posed to the often held but mistaken belief that Islam is a
faith that is disempowering to women.

"This award is truly for the women who have worked pas-
sionately, tirelessly and selflessly in order to empower

those who have had less
opportunities in their
lives and to equip them
with the skills and knowl-
edge to be able to make
informed decisions and
move forward," said
Maha Krayem Abdo, Ex-
ecutive Office of MWA.

On the 7th of August 1014, Maha Krayem Abdo, MWA
Executive Officer, was awarded the NSW Human Rights
Award by Minister for Citizenship and Communities Vic-
tor Dominello. The award gives special recognition to a
person who has made lasting and meaningful contributions
to the advancement of human rights in NSW.

“Ms Krayem Abdo is a most deserving winner of this
award. The judging panel found her to be a standout
among a field of high-calibre candidates, commending her
as a champion of multiculturalism and advocate for the
elimination of racial and gender discrimination.

“She is a renowned Muslim leader and mentor and has
worked tirelessly over the past 25 years to empower

young women
and promote
harmony be-
tween multicul-
tural communi-
ties.

“In recent years
Ms  K ra ye m
Abdo has been a
highly effective
community ad-
vocate on a number of complex issues including facial
identification, female genital mutilation, human trafficking
and underage forced marriage,” Mr Dominello said.

MWA EO NSW Human Rights Ambassador 2014-2015
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MWA Team with Award Presenter Mr Arthur Moses SC, Senior Member, NSW Bar Association

Cav. Felice Montrone OAM, Deputy Chairperson
CRC, Mr Andrew Penfold, Winner 2013 NSW Human

Rights Award, Maha Krayem Abdo,  Victor
Dominello, Hakan Harman, CEO CRC



The Eid, Pray, Love Women's Iftar was held in Ramadan
2014. This event was organised through Senator Sam
Dastyari's Office and hosted by Michelle Rowland
Shadow Minister for Citizenship and Multiculturalism
with the Hon Tanya Plibersek Shadow Minister for For-
eign Affairs and International Development.

More than 170 Australian women of different faiths and
backgrounds attended this event, demonstrating the

power of unity
and the
strength of
women. This
was a chance
for women to
stand together
and show their
solidarity in

their stance
against violence
towards women
and children,
regardless of
background,
race or religion.

One of the
main highlights
of this event
was the unequivocal support voiced towards Muslim
women and the services that MWA provides. A direct
benefit from this iftar was that all proceeds from ticket
sales and donations raised went towards purchasing Eid
gifts for women and children at the Muslim Women Sup-
port Centre.

MWA was honoured to have been part of the launch of
Dr Ghena Krayem’s book entitled "Islamic Family Law
in Australia: To Recognise Or Not To Recognise" on the
14th of May 2104 at NSW Parliament House.

The book was launched by the Hon. Diana Bryant AO,
Chief Justice of
the Family Court
of Australia and
the event was
hosted by the
H o n .  V i c t o r
Dominello MP,
Minister for Citi-

zenship and Communities,
and Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs.

This book explores the issue
of the ways in which Austra-
lian Muslims deal with family
law and is based on the first
empirical study of its kind in
Australia. This is an extremely
significant publication for the Australian Muslim commu-
nity as well as the academic community.

Dr Krayem has generously donated all profits from the
book to the Muslim Women Support Centre.

Eid, Pray, Love

Book Launch of “Islamic Family Law in Australia”
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MWA has been providing tenancy support
to single women and women with children
who are experiencing or have experienced
domestic violence under the Tenancy
Support Project. The Tenancy Support
Project has been running in partnership
with Domestic Violence Support Western
Sydney Services (DVSWSS) with the

funding for the project commencing in
July of 2013. The aim of the project is to
assist women and women with children to
obtain and maintain safe and secure
accommodation as well as to build
partnerships with local real estate agents in
order to increase awareness of MWA
services.
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SAYIT

Love Muslims 100 years campaign
The #Love100Years Campaign was launched in front of
Lakemba Mosque in August 2014 by Australian religious
leaders to show solidarity and respect for Muslims.

MWA representatives joined with Christian, Jewish,
Catholic, and other faith leaders to stand in solidar-
ity with all people who are suffering the results of
war, violence and terror around the world, recognis-
ing the dignity of all people and their right to enjoy

freedom from
p e r s e c u t i o n
and oppression.

This campaign
celebrates the
diversity of the

A u s t r a l i a n
c o m m u n i t y
and recognise
the valuable
contribution of
people of Mus-
lim faith to our
culture and
community.

All signatories
acknowledge that vilification and alienation are not
the way to peace or social harmony, but that authen-
tic relationships, solidarity, listening, learning and
mutual respect go a long way to building the kind of
community we’d like to live in.

Management Committee
Executive Officer Maha Krayem Abdo OAM

President Joumana Harris

Vice President Rouba Allouche

Secretary Amna Elghoul

Assistant Secretary Manel Tlais

Treasurer Lola Taleb

Assistant Treasurer Mirna Hadid

Committee Member Souha Alameddine

Committee Member Rawaa Rustom

Committee Member Samaa Mursi

Committee Member Sylvana Wehbe

Committee Member Hajrija Kamenjas

Dr Krayem with
Chief Justice Bryant

Tenancy Support

The Settlement Grants Pro-
gram (SGP) funded by the De-
partment of Social Services
aims to increase self reliance
and promote participation in
the wider community. This has
been achieved through the pro-
vision casework services, refer-

rals, information sessions, support groups, community
advocacy and community consultations to address settle-
ment needs of education and training, family relation-

ships and social support, legal
and justice issues, employ-
ment, housing, life skills and
social isolation.

Clients have gained life skills,
secured affordable accommo-

dation, improved language lit-
eracy skills, and accessed ser-
vices such as; Legal, Centre-
link, Health, Education, as well
as participated in many social
and educational activities.

Some of the information ses-
sions and workshops held at
MWA Head Office in
Lakemba include How To
Vote and the Election Proc-
ess; Child Safety Restraint;
DV Workshop; NSW Edu-
cation System; Employment;
Energy Efficiency; Legal

Education and Support for Muslim Women

Held twice a month, MWA’s
SAYIT (Saturday Afternoon
Youth InTensive) has had it’s
most successful year yet.
SAYIT, aimed at girls in Year 2
to Year 12, has truly inspired,
supported, and encouraged
girls to be confident young
Muslim women, develop their
leadership skills, and under-
stand their identity.

Through motivational discus-
sions, inspirational lessons,
practical skills and various rec-
reational and  spiritual activi-
ties, over 100 young Muslim
women have enjoyed and
benefited from participating in
the SAYIT Program over the
last year.
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